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The Manchenter lixecutions.

From the N, Y. Tribune.
ln {ta treatment of the Irish gqueation the
British CGovernment has mpde no blunder
more serions within the present geveration
than in hanging the thres Feninne—Allen,
“ Larkin, and Gould. These men had under-
taken to resoue some of thelr comrades from
the hands of the police. In the struggle one
of the officers was shot. The orime was clesrly
brought home to Allen, and there was strong
presumption of the guilty complioity of the
others, though the proof, so far as it bore upon
them, was not direct, In the eye of the law
the deed of course was murder. We grant

that it ought to be so regarded, thou:h we
may question what degree of moral oriminality
attached to these nnfortunate fellows, who
acted in all probability from an honeat albait
unreasoning patriotism, and had no feeling of
animogity towards the man they killed, no
desire even to take his Iife. We grant that
the jury Lhad uo pretext to find any verdiot
but one of guillty, and the judge no power
to impose any other gentenge than the
ons which has been carrled out. Buat punish-
ments are just and wite not so far as they are
proportioned to the offense, but o far as they
are palutary to the publio, " The peualties in-
flicted by buman tribunals ought to ba not
vindiotive bnt exemplary, Vengeance is the
prerogative of the Almighty; we have to do
only with the welfare and protection of society,
The opponents of eapital punishment condemn
it becanse, however richly it may be deserved,
they believe that it invariably does harm to
the community. Now, can anybody believe
that the effect of the triple execution in Man-
chester will be other than unmitigated evil?
Can anybody supoose that the peace of the
United E!ngdom will be more secure, the lives
of publio ‘officera safer, the spirit of Ireland
more tranquil or more timorous, becanse the
Iaw has avenged itsel! upon these three poor
wrotches 1

The execution of Allen, and Larkin, and
Gonld is the most important reinforoement
that Fenianism hns yet received. The oause
wanted nothing so much as a martyr; now it
has three. The people had very nearly lost
confidence in their leaders; they had ceased in
& measure to give their earnings for prepos-
terous campdigns and abortive insurrections;
their rebellion was dwindling down into a sort
. Oof guerilla warfare, sustained only by the most
Jeadstrong and desperate of their number.
Now it is ten chances to one if the flame is
not kindled again. Confidence may not re-
vive, but enthusiasm will; and enthusiasm
with the Irish is the most powerful of im-
pulses. The Manchester Prlsoners will in-
8 their counirymen with a bitterer bos-
tility towards England by their deaths than
they ever could have inspired by their lives.
Robert Emmet did more harm to Great Britain
by being hanged than he did by his Dublin
insurrection. If he had been pardoned, or
simply imprisoned, his countrymen in after
years would have remembered hiw for his'
failure; now they are elevated and inspired b
the memory of his lheroism. Supposs Smil{»
O'Brien or John Mitohell had besn exeonted
after the reballion of 15848; their names wonld
have been werth fuore Yo the next rising than
hondreds of armed men. What are their nanies
worth now ! If the sentence of these Mau-
chester Fenians had been commuted to a long
imprisonment, and if then, at some not very
distant day, they had been set at libarty by a
general amnesty, their power for mischicl
would bave been effectually destroyed, and n

ood effeot might have been produced upon
righ gentiment. Now Irlsh rancor has besn
intenaifled, and the three men in their graves
are mors dangerous than ever before. Popular
heroes are never so much to befeared as when
they have gone to that other world where
thuf‘:' frailties are concealed from us, leaving
behind them the glamour of patriotic profes-
sions, and of sufferings endured in the nams
of their canse.

The Bondholders Hafore Congraons,
Fronvehe N, Y Herald,
The first day of the adjourned session of
did not pass over without a move-
: : made inthat body in favor of the
bondholders, Mr. Edfunds, of Vermont, in-
troduced a joint resolution in the Senate de-
olaring that the faith and credit of the GGovern-
ment were pledged to redesm the public debt
in ¢oin or its equivalent, that the debt is owing
In coin or its equivalent, and that Congrass
thereby pledged the United BStates to muke
payment accordingly. The resolution was
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be
printed. Mr. Edmunds gave notice that he
ghould call it up at an early day, and zaid he
hoped it would be passed with entire unanimity,
W2 notioe, too, from our Washington corre-
spondence of the 24th inat., that the sub-
jeot of national finance was the absorbing one,
and that wembers of both houses of Congress
are preparing to dizenss it. 1t is evident, also,
from the letter of Thaddeus Stevens, epdorsing
one from Joho Law, of Indiana, on the ques-
tion of paying the debt in greenbaoks, that
the great radical leader of the House i3 paying
particular attention tothis 5|1|fj:rn'l. Altogether,
we may expect to have, early in the gession, a
vary full difcussion of our national finances.
Mr. Edmunds fired the first gon in the great
fight coming on between the bondhollsrs and
the tax-payers abeut the national debt, and 1t
vomes from the bondhelding side. There is no
difficulty in diviniog the nature and object of
. this hasty action in the Senate. 'ublic opinion
in favor of paying the debt, or a large portion
fLIL, in legal-tenders has been growing rapidly
of late, and the bondholders ars very anxious,
0“&05\_‘]}, to forestall or head that off by some
actlonIn Congress, It i an effort to get s sort
of auap udgment on the quastion befora the
people have acquired olear idens on it. There
is, however, Msother sidg tothis question, and
we think the Senator from Vermont #iil not
oarry Lis resolution with that unanimity he
professes to Anticipate.  Thers is & great deal

of Ignorenog 'll.l Congress on the subijuct, It s

true; but as it bhas buen ill'.'leL:..'_ll‘ it will now

ba well ventilated, 1 “'lﬂiux froma what oo-
il.ll'_l winter in l‘."'“i—ih‘: 5, and
g from the current of publ’ oplulon, thdre is

reason Lo believe the resolution will mens with

f N platives Dat wh ‘f\': n litlu_- Honse

e present ataver the resnl
"t - -gfm’ the notion of this 1.'-;:1.,;.-..1: .'._m,?,,t

- ﬁ:f thatof fatore Congresshs if L ha the
will of the people to pay Lo n'lr!_, or a portion
of it, in lawinl money while that Is the gup
rency of tha oouttry.

Mr, Bdmundd agbufies tob mnoh whed e
says "the debit was contigy -l"\#' in Jtlrn.u_l, ax "
bept where specially pro®idet™othedvige, ypon
the faith and creditof the U

itod States Chat
tho same should be paid or rélésmodgio colu
or ita equivalent." The contrary is the onse..
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Wherevar it waas Intended to bind the Govern-
ment to pay the prinofpal in oofn, that is ox.
pressly provided for in the law and mentioned
on the bopds, There is a mmall amount of
securities of this kind., The greater part of
the debt—and we may mewtion the IYive-
twenties partioularly—oarry no such obliga-
tion on them. It was not an accldent or over.
#sight on the part of Congress, when creating
this portion of the debt, i omilting to say in
what the bonds ghonld be paid. Thare was a
clear understanding and purpose in not aaying
they should be paid in coin or its equivaient.
It was intended they should be paid in what-
aver might be the e¢urrency or lawfal money
at the time of payment, whether paper or
gpecie. The chairman of the Commitiea of
Ways and Means and the leader of the domi-
nant party in the House, Mr. Blavens, axpli-
citly #tates this to be so, and he made expla

nations to that effect at the time the Five-
twenty bill was disonssed. How oan Mr. Ed-
munds or any one else, in the face of these
facte, say that the Government s pledged to
pay this portion of the debt in eoin or its aqni-
valent? Thus far, then, as to the law. The
bondholders have o legal ¢laim to be paid in
coin or its equivalint. The Government can
guit its conveniemce and the walfare of the
conntry in paying at matarity or buying up
previously the debt in whatever monay it
ohooses to use for that purpose.

But the bondholders say they have a juat
and eqguitable olaim to be paid in coln, what-
ever the law or face of their bonds may ex
press or fail to express. They talk a groat
deal about the honor of the Government and
itg oredit.  We are qulte gure the oredit of the
Government will be pregarved better by pay-
ing off the debt as rapidly as possible while
the ourrency is deprecinted than by poerpe-
tuating it. Should specie paymeuts be forced
there would be & poor progpect of liguidating
the debt. It wonld becomes & perpetual bur
den, like the debt of Epgland, and we should
bo in davger of repudiation. No, the way to
preserve the oredit of the Government is to pay
the debt as rapidly as posaible while the cur-
rency is abundant and depreciated. As to the
equity of the case, it is the height of prasump-
tion to talk of that. The clalm is usurious
and extortionate, These bondholders gave
the Government fifty or sixty in paper for
their bonds, and now demand a hundred in
coin, Where is the eqnity or justice in that ?
Justice ie not one-sided, Something is due to
the people—to the overburdened taxpayers—
a8 well a8 to the bondholders. All debtors are
paid in lawful ocorrency; the courts of law
wmt\irl them to receive that, no matter when
or in what debts werd contracted. Why,
then, should there be one rale for the
bondholders and another for all the reat of the
people 7

Bnt the Shylock bondholders say, force im-
mediate specie payments in order that we may
be paid in specie ovrrency. That is just what
they mean and are aiming at. The peopls and
statesmen say we want to get rid n?aa portion
of the tremendous burden first. If the honds
were paid at their present market value, the
holders would get much more than the Gov-
ernment received for them; still the peopls
would willingly pay that. - They will ha Iy
consent to pay forty or fifty per cent. more if
it can be avoided, There is no disposition to
take advantage of the bondholders by inflat-
ing the ourrency beyond measure and brin iog

«down- their bonds to a low figure; but, if we

mistnke not, there is a growing determination
not to force up the bonds by immediate re-
sumption,and thus to favor a few capitalists at
the expense of the rest of the community, The
conntry will anxiously watoh the conduct of
Congress with regard to this very important
matter, -
e — .
HRepudintion in Disguise.

From the National American.

Immediately npon the organization of the
Federal Governnient, the men and mind of the
country had a dombtful conflict to wage with
the mob and its demagogues. The Revolution
bad left a debt upon the peopls, as great rela-
tively to their resonrces as the debt of the late
Rebellion is to us and our existing means for
meeting it. But it was not only the amount of
the debt of Independence, like the amount of
our present burden, which, in Washington’s
phrase, was ‘‘terrible;’’ but its character or
claims were held to be questionable. It had
been contracted at war prices; some of it at
continental gnoney privces, and the certifioates
or evidences had passad from the hauds of the
original or *meritorions' holders into thosa of
ualﬁmlints, who had purchased them at enor-
mons rates of discount. Out of these indis-
putable fects a pladsible sophistry was able to
build a theory of repudiation fit for popular
presentment; just as & popular muarder pfﬂu
itself goftened down to justiflable homicida,
when the victim is odious and the slayer is the
exponent of popular passion. Nor was legal
authority wanting in support of resistance Lo
the odions imposition. No imrt of the domestio
debt had as yet been funded, or assumed by the
uew government. It had all been in & round
of exchange, & sort of lumbering carrency,
transferred from the hands of the mnecessitous
to those who had more means, aod faith
enough in its ultimate redemption, to offer
anything for it, and—must the shameful story
be told 7 Thomas Jefferson, Secretary  of
State, gave Washington Lis official opinion

that clioses tn action were not negotiable under

the common law, For our own protection,
and to render Mr. Jefferson the exactest and
geverest justice; wo quote his own words:—
“By the common law of Bngland the convey-
ance of o right to a debt, whereof tha party is
not in possession, is not only vold, but severely
punighable under the laws of maintenanoe and
ohamperty ;"' adding that bills of exchange
under the law merchont, and notes and bonds,
weré the only exveptions to the general rale |
that in all other cnses assignments wars void ;
and that the debts of the soldiars not Imving
been put into either of these forms, ware void,
§ .The exact poinl at issuels worth sating,
for we are threntened now with a rehearsal of
this great controversy. The soldier, sald the
repodistors, who haz shed hiz blood and
risked Lis lile, and the vietoaller who has ere-
dited the sustenance of the army to Congress
and to the States, have o mepif in their olaims
which the broker of thelr vertificates onnuob
olaim; and the nation was almost bulligd iuto
the repudiation of all domestic debt which was
not still 1n the hands of the firat holders, . |
Hamilton fnsisted that “‘to vary the ri_:ikztuf'
partivs; to supersede the contracts between
thew; to tnke awny a right to a specific_thing,
are not less violations of property thun direot:
conflecation.t  His whole argument weant
Lrondside throngh Jeflarson’s cabinet opiaion,
and it trinmphed, © Even Jeilorson himigli
alterwards assentad fo the funding of thi en-
tire debt of the country at contract prices, in
whateoaver linnds, and irreapective of all the
pretended equities against sven the most ob-
noxions olasses of it and yet Hawilion, to the
day ol his death, never got rid of this offense
Bgsinst the prejudioes of the populace, excited
Ly ““'_ Bubeers with which he vindioated the
Alt,"afid! resultingly, the true permanent
tulerests of the malfod. Are we to have this
chapter of our history over sgalo ! and ahall
o Hnd Jnen enovgh, And they gront enongh,

for a similar sacrifice in the hour of trial!
Will there be somebody, whom this people
must hear, 10 tell them as Hamilton told their
fathers, “That beaides the motives of politioal
expedivnoy, there are arguments that rest on
the Immutable prinoiples of moral obligation;
and in proportion as the mind is disposed to
vontemplate, in the order of Provilence, an
ultimate sonneotion betweon public virtue and
public happivess, will be its repugnance to a
violation of those principles.'’

We have now an enormous debt, and op
pressive taxes to provide for its interest and
for ourrent government sxpenses. The evi-
devces of thia debt muat, in the oature of
thing, work their way into the handa of those
who bave oapital to invest at interest. They
ware bonght for groenbaoks at greater or leas
rates of depreciation, bul the loast very ocon-
siderable; these bonds must rige to the par of
gold if their oredit and valoe are not im-
penched, and then we shall have some men
who do not know any better, and not a faw
who intend the worat, to raise tha ery either of
payment fn a depreciated carrency, a foroed
reduction of the rate of interest, or total repu-
dintion, for peace has dangers as great as
war, A national debt is not a pational blesa.
ing, but it need not be a national curse. The
vigorous endurance of a burden strengthens
the bearer; the dishonorable abandonmant of
a duly paralyzos tha recreant, There is no
burden so heavy as & nation's shame, and no
abmute of reason go shabby and disgraceful as
an attempt to justify it—to employ law and
eguity in the revoltiog service of dishonesty.
The best that we can wish for the advoortes
of repudiation, in any form or dagres, or
under any name, is the sabmission of Jeffar-
son; and the worst, that they shall stand with
him in the pillory of history to warn the
next generdation against the folly and weak-
ness and politioal sin that they are comawit-
ting.

In the firat year of Washington's adminia-
tration the Government was not abla Lo pay a
dollar of its matursd debt, or of the acoruned
and acorning interest upon any of its obliga-
tiong; but its god-fathers, who stood sponsors
for the. political instruction of the infant
nation, boldly unndertook for it that it would
waintain the faith pledged in its name, and
from that day it grew in grace and favor with
Ood and man. “We have them for an en-
gample,

g
The Manchestor Execution—Rights of
American Clitizenns Abroad,
From the N. Y. Times.

The hanging of Allen, Larkin, and Gould
in Manchoster, on Saturday, has given three
martyrs to the Venian cause. Their blood,
we are already told, *‘ories aloud for ven-
geance.” Whatever degree of justice may be
in that ory, no one can deny its sincerity, ila
earnestness, or its probable force. Thousands
on both gides of the Atlantic believe that the
dead bad noba fair trial; and this conviction
prevails widely even among those who have
always condemued the Fenian movement. A
large portion of the Liberal party in Graat

Britain demanded a mitigation of the punish-
ment; and the fesling which they expressed
in this matter will, no doubt, be ghared by
very nearly the whole popnlation of this coun-
try. Looking at the black record of Ireland’s
wrongs for centuries, we cannot but join with
the Reform League of Manchester in avowing
a certain sympathy with, and commizeration
for, thoge who have been goaded into violance
by the accumulated orimes of the British Gov-
ernment.

But sympathy with suffering Treland is per-
feetly consistent with the hatred of the orimes
of a few thoughtless, misguided Irishmen.
Rescning two prisoners and shooting a police-
man desd in the streets of Manchester had no
direct bearing npon the snvcess of their cansa.
It was, indeed, a peculiarly Irish method of
obtaining redress for national grievances, [t
was an ‘‘advance backwards,' for it has alien-
ated the feelings of a considerable number of
the most influential members of the Liberal
parly in Evogland and Scotland. Thiz aliena-
tion, howaver, will only be temporary, while
the deep impressioy produced by the execn-
tion may compel an - early settlement in soma
way of the two great grievances of Ireland—

the Church establishunent and the 1an-llo:d_

oppression.

’Flw attacks made upon Seoretary Seward
and our representative in England, for their
alleged neglect of duty in the case of ILrish
Amexioan citizens abroad, hardly deserve seri-
ous notice. It is a great pleasure to some
politicians to raot a little about the wrongs of
the Green Isle, and it wonld be orusl to deny
these gentlemen their staple luxary. Throw-
ing aside the personalities in which they in-
dulge, we may consider the main qguestion
raiged by the recent Fenian trials in Great
Britain, so far aa we are concerned. Wa must
regard the executions in Manchester as Ameri-
can citizens, and not as Irishmen. It is only
a8 American citisens that the Fenlans in Great
Britain claim the attention and care of our
Governiment. !

We cannot eonsiatently do more for Irishmen
abroad than for Germans or Frenchmen or
Halians abroad, or for npative-born citizens in
like circumstances. Neither can we consis-
tently demand for amy of our citizens in foraign
countries any rights or privileges which we
do mot congede to foreigners here, Instead;
then, of passing a rdsolution of censure upén
our TForeign Searetary or hapeaching Mr.
Adamg, or doing other foolish things, Congress
would serve the country much Dbetter by
ordering an Investigation Into the laws of
nations opon the subject of expatristion, At
present our Irish born and Irish vole-hunting
politiciang geem to entertain zsomewhat oon-
fused notions regarding the rights and duties
of American citizens in foreign countries.

While, however, there is no reason flor
donbting the vigilanoe or tidelity of Mr, Saward
aud My, Adams in their efforts 1o protect Ame-
rican cltizens in Gireat Britain, we must coufess
thut her Majesty's Government seem not to
have astimated sulliciently the effect which the
rigorous trial and punishment of adopted eitl-
¥ens of this country wonld produce wupon
public- opinion here.. Even the slightest ap-
puaranve of harshnessshonld be avolded in the
intérest of both couuntries, We do not say
that actual injostive has been perpetrated in
auy case, but the impression neverthelsss pre-
valls on this' side of the Atlantic that more
covsideration should have been shown to the
pleas nrged by the Irish-American prisouers
in regard o the composition of the jurles by
whow they were tried, Complioations grow-
ing out ol viromwatances of this kind are noi
o be- disregarded with gafety, This country
will never become the apologitt of murdérers,

gor oforipie of ayy sort committed by ita olti-

geng abroad, Dot it willlnsist that those who
are cititled to 1ty protection shall obtain what-
over advintoge they “have a right to olaim
under the Inw, without reférence Lo the fears
or the vindiotiveness of & forelgn power.

Debt and Foxntlon-Ths Polley. of Con
Bress
From the N. Y. Thnes,
The Conveution of manufacturers, to be hald
next month at Cleveland, promises to be a

departure from the ordinary efforts of or-

ganized classes, Usually, those gathorings
have been & prelude to dstnands on Congress
for seme special form of proteotion.  This
thue, apparently, the alm is to obtain relisf
by & reduction instead of an indvease of taxa-
tion. Not the tariff but the internal revenus
system 18 the object of attention: the mant-
facturers wisely holding that the depression
and distress of which they complain proceed
more from the ruinons nature and Amount of
taxes lovied upon industry and enterprise,
than from defects in the scals of customs’
dutier. Their general view therefore har-
monizes with the general interest; and though
wo must recognize selflshness as the impelling
motive of the movement, at lenst we may avail

ourselves of it as a valuable auxiliary in the
work of fisoal reform. For the men embarked
in it speak from experience. Their state-
ments as to the exhausting effoct of the bur.
dens imposed are verified by the condition to
which nearly all forms of industry have baen
browght, And the suocor they pray for will
commend itself to the peopls by its immediate
bearing upon their pockets.

As a broad piinoiple, perhaps, it is not too
much to insist that in existing oircumstances
the amonut of taxes levied should be regulated
solely by the current wants of the Govern-
ment, without reference to plans for the re-
daction of the national debt. The latter pur-
pose will be in order when the country shall
have recovered from the effects of the war—
when production and commerce shall have
regained prosperity, and when the load conse-
quent upon an ioflated currenocy shall have
been lifted off the shoulders of the people,
Time and judicious statesmanship, and s wise
and universal economy, oan alouns restore the
strength and eaze which shonld precade the
application of measures for paying the prinei-
palof the debt. Moeanwhile, these plans are
premature, and, being premature, are neither
wite nor expedient. The questions which
force themaelves on every man's attention
pertain to the actual, nnavoidable necessities
of the day—not to the discharge of liabilities
which will not mature for years to come.
Positive wants require all'our attention. The
struggle to live is severe emough, without
adding to it by assuming obligations gratui-
tously, for the gratification of some financial
theorist.

If this view is right, the proper measurs of
taxation is at present the current expenditure
of the Government plus the interest on the
debt. All taxation imposed for purposes
other than these, being unnecessary, should
be abolished. And as it Is estimated that
the excess of revenue collected under exist-
ing laws, above the sum needed for thess
purposes, is not Jess than $150,000,000, it
follows that Congress, without inconveniance
to the Government or damage to the public
credit, may reduce the annnal aggregate of
taxes o this enormons extent. A vigorous
system of retrenchment wounld rendsr a still
larger reduction practicable, and such a sys-
tem Congress ought to enforce in every de-
partment. Leaviog possible savings out of
the account, however, there yet remains the
fact that on the present basis of revenue and
expenditure #150,000,000 are collected above
the pogitive necessities of the ecountry. To
this amount, therefore, the tax-payers are en-
titled to relief,

As o rasult of this large reduction, the Trea-
sury polioy will need essential modification.
With the relief to producers and consumers
which is involved in the reform must come a
temporary stoppage of the debt-paying pro-
cess.  That must be deferred to a more conve-
nient season, which, however, may bs ex-
pected long in advanoce of the period at which
the bulk of the debt will be due. In another
respect a change is desirable. Just now we
reduce one form of debt with one hand and
inereage another form of debt with the other.
Short-time currency debt is all the time heing
converted into long-time gold-bearing debt.
Notwithstanding, then, the continued system
of reduving indebtedness, the interest payable
in gold is as constantly increased, There
would be no harm in the substitution if green-
backsand gold were on & level. Bat with gold
al forty per cent. premium, and with all the
chiances of speculation open, the process cer-
tainly canwot be commended as economical.
To convert obligations payable in paper money
into obligations payable in gold, may pass
under the term of funding, but its profitable-
ness i3 past finding out. Its effeot is to in-
orease the debt,

Instead of allowing the helders of the our-
rency debt to cowvert it into gold bonds at
pleasure, to the manifest injury of the tax-
payers, sound policy would seem to require
its redemption with gresubacks when possible,
or its renewal with other short currency obli-
gations when mnecessary. The proper use of
g0 much of legal-tender ourrency as the Trea-
sury may from time to time command is the
redemption of currency debt; so obviating
the embarrassment incldent to contraction
while reducing the debt. The natural order
of finance is just now reversed. We contraut
tLe non-interest bearing debt, whils we enlarge
the gold-interest bearing debt; which ia at
once ubjust and extravagant, By following
the more reasopable course and paying
the currency debt as fast as we can with

reenbacks, we should steadily improve the
nterest acconnt, and st the same time obviate
the contraction which, as now conducted, ope-
rates detrimentally by keeping business inte-
rest® in a state of constant nncertainty. Under
the most caraful management, the transition
from an inflated currency to specis payments
will bes attended with anxiety aud disaster.
But these may be lessened by deferring con
traction until the legal-tender gurrency shall
Lave fu'lllled its purpose, which is the re.
demption of the currency obligations of the
Goverpment.  This accomplished, cautious
contraction may be renewed with a gafety that
will be increased with the natural growth of
the country in the intervening period,

Whatever polivy Congress ‘may ultimately
adopt, let us hope that its action will be pre.
dicated upon & thorough and intelligent ex-
aminsticn of the kindred aabjects of debt,
taxation, aud “currency by the fluaucial vom.
mittees of both Howses, Donltless a great
effrt will be made to repress lndividual
feil. We shall have scores of propositions
relating to the onrrency by members who
kuow nothing of the principles which govern
it; and the same will oconr in connevtion with
tnxation and the debl. From these ill-von-
sidered and uvpavthorized propositions 00s
thing bul mischisf oan arise. They will
coufuge and alarm, and moreover will un-
setile ..»v--r_\'qnng. The prodent course will
be to leave the whole to the respective
comunittiees, whose responsibilitios will be a
guarantee of moderation and intelliganoe.
Their reports will give deflnite ghape to Con-
gressional discassion, and we trust will Jopd
to comprebensive and matare legislation, In

-thls way we may possibly obtain & polioy

based on sowe rational and intelligible prin-
ciple; substituting the steadivess of law for
the uneertaduty of ofivial opinion, and bhavings
reference to the position and requirements of
the country rathier than to the peonlisr views
of theorists or the olaims of exceptivnal inte-
resls.

" as puch to be solemily charged with the duty of
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OoF
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in the Land is now Possessed by

HENRY 8. HANNIS & (O

Nos, 218 and 220 Seuth FRONT Street,

WHO OFFER THE SAME 10 THE TRADE, IN LOTS, ON VERY ADVANTAGROU
TERMS,

Their Stock of Rye Whiskies, in Bond, comprises all the favorite brands extant, and ro

through the various months of 1865, '66, and of this year, up to present date.

Liberal contracts made for lota to arrive at

Pennsylvania Rallroad Depot, Bricsson Lig

Wharf, or at Bonded Warehouse, as parties may eleot.

ENGLISH CABRPETINGS.

AW ¢ 00DS OF OUR OWN IMPORTATION JUST ARRIVED,
AIS0, A UHOICE SELECTION OF

AMERICAN CARFETINC

Ewnglish Druggetin

Our entire stock,
PRICES FOR CAE
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3aod)
i

utl streot,

OIL CLOTHS, ETC.

0 four yards wide; Mattings,
Mnis,

goods dally opening, will be offered at LOW
r 1o Removal, in Jouunary uwext, to New Store, now

REEVE L. KNIGHT & SON,

113 14 thstuZm

NO. 50T CHESNUT SNTREERT,

The Pope in a Congress,
From (he N. Y. World,

Every devout reader of the daily telegrams
from Europe ought to pray for a portion of
that eupeptic spirit whioch enabled Baint An-
gustine to say of the toughest imaginable
dogmas, ‘‘eredo quia absurdwm:'’ I believe
this precisely because it is absurd."” With-
out some such dispensation of grace it must
be very dificult to keep ome’s patience or
one's wits In a continuous perusal of the wild
and contradictory atories which the gossips

of London and Paris daily genserate to load
the eleotric wires withal hnd to perplex the
‘'varsal world.’" How, for example, is un-
aspisted nature to digest the latest despatohes
eoncerning the Psplf question, which assure
us that the sucvessor of 5t. Peter has con-
sented to go into a Euro&enn Congress for the
purgow of determining the fature relations of
the Holy See to Italy on the one hand and to
the Catholic world on the other !

It would, no doubt, enormously simplify
the Pa&nl question for the two powers most
deeply interested therein, France and Italy, if
the I{omm Pontiff would consent to submit
his claims as a temporal prince to the desision
of a Congress of Europe, or even of the Catho-
lic States of Europe. For while it is certain
that in ‘a general European Congress the pre-
ponderance of votes would be overwhelmingly
sgainst any arrangement looking to & perma-
nent colleclive guarantee of the temporal
power at Rome, it is not less certain that the
strietly Catholic powers themselves wounld flod
it practically impossible to frame snch an
arrangement, were they even to agree upon
the propristy of making it. Of absolutel
Catholic powers, indeed, that iz of powers whi
represent populationa, either exclusively or so
preadominatingly Catholic as to authorize
their Government to omit all reference to Pro-
testant wishes or feelings in forming their
policy, there now exist but two in Europs. Of
these two, Spain and Portugal, the former,
though ruled just nmow by a Government
heartily disposed to support the extremest
pretensions of the Papal See, i8 virtually
powerless either to control European opinion,
or take independent action of her own; while
it is much more than doubiful whether the
Portuguese (foverument would give its voice
in favor of any measure looking to the per-
petuation of the existing state of things
at Rome. The King of Portugal is himself
a Coburg of dacidad?y liberal tendencies; his
wife, who deservedly exertsa great inflaence
over him,is & daughter of the very King
of Italy whom the Pope has so consis-
tently anathematized as a “sub-al?ims"
spoiler of (God’s heritage; and the Portu-
Ruese people are too profoundly disgusted
with the results of clerical supremacy in the
peighboring realms of Spain, to look with
much toleration upon any project tending to
put themeelves under a politico-religions re-
sponsibility for the preservation of the patri.
mony of St. Peter. Of the powers which,
though Catholic in name, are forbidden by
their political constitutions and the temper of
their inhabitants to commit themselves uure-
servedly to the support of the tempotal
Papaocy, France wouhr e0Ims Lo & COngress ou
the question determined to throw off & hurdsn
which her’sovereign cannot possibly oarry
without fmperilling the very existence of his
dyuasty; and Austria, bent on proviog tb Ger-
many and Enrope her complets emancipation
from that thraldom to the Church which has
for years hampered her movements, and the
snpreme symbol of which, the Concordat of
1854, ber statosmen and her Parlinment are at
this very moment united with Lher Emperor in
preparing to abolish !

This coudition of things in so-called “Catho-
lie" Europe is perfectly well known, if not to
Pope Pina IX, at least to Pope, Plus’ ohief"
political advisers. To suppose that Cardinal
Autonetli has resommended the Pope in this
Ktate of the ouse to get himself representad in
# Congreas, and to snbmit to the action of that
Congress claims which the Holy Father is
Hever weary of msgerting to be derived from a
power ghove all earthly thrones and tribunals,
18 Lo suppose either that the Pope Las sud-
denly ohanged hig infallible mind as to all the
moet fwportant features of his position, or
that the Cardinal, having resolved to save
whatuver hq_ van of the Paproy, has also re-
solved to ohloroform the Pope intc soguies-
cence, Hut Pius IX is admitted by his bit-
terest opponeuts o be a person of the most
unaccommodating honesty,, He may be traly
described as o fanatic of Lis own functions,
He siucerely and sacredly Lelisves Limself to
be the appointed Vicarof God upon earth, and

protesting where he cannot resist, against all
tnwpering with any of the rights, titles, and
privileges of the Holy See, ng these were com-
witted 1o him when, twenty yoars ago, the
dove descended upon the soarist i‘lll-lt‘ll\fln iu
the Unirinal, and Masted-Ferrotti became Plus,
ninth of the name, The “‘loglo of events'' hag
no bold upon him. *“Acconiplished faots™ are
for Lim bt as the dust and spray of tranalent
Luman passiops breaking idly upon the Kter-
nal Rock of Peter.  The provinces wrested
from his dominfon by thei¥ inhabitants in 1860,
aud anpnexed, with the conssnt of Earope, to
the Hallan reshns, are etill for Pius IX the

goes bofore a Buropean Congress, it will be
dlaim back what has been taken from h
not to megotiate the terms on which w
remaing to him oan be surrenderad most od
fortably to all parties concsrned. The t
has been when Popes, thus obstinately hos
to the necessary movement of politios, co
be quietly translated to a higher sphera,
we live in other days; and though itis p
enough that the living Fins XI ig really
main obstacle to-day to some sort of a pr
cal settlement of the Papal question, we
hardly imagine that a Euro Cong
would pow undertake to sequestrate an
manageable Pontiff, or the wiliest and &
diplomatic of Cardinils himself to harmo
matiere with a dose of “‘sncvesgion powd
If, however, in spite of all the anteoed
probabilities, a kind of Kunropean Congresy
the Papal guestion really is about to be Iy
aud a Papal nuncio to take his seat the
botween the representatives of the excom
vicated] King Victor and of the disobed
Kaiser who has put his concordat into the b
of the Protestant Von Beust, no other re
can be looked for from such a gathering
the solemn and offivial proclamation of
alrmlz obvious truth, that no Tme t
be-looked for between Italy and Europs oxf
one hand and the Pope as utemrral P
on the other. The registration of this
& eprore it aky peecbinbs of medce
to disprove it y servios t¢
nauaa%f Eurom o i It would at
make it sasier for the Emperor Napols
withdraw, as there are all the reasons i
world for beﬂovlnﬂ;hat he wishes and
to withdraw,from his own exceptional and
perilous position as the protector (
ower which he has repeatedly conde
n principle, which has laughed for ty
ears at his counsels, and by whig
as just been bronght to the verge
senseless and falal confliot with that
Italy which he had done mors than any
to redeem and recomstitute, Next te
gettlement of the Roman question b
assembled wisdom of Earope, perhaps th
thing to be hioped for is the abandonmé
that question to the dwift of things, b
assembled wisdom of Kurope. he
aml reckless omslaught of Garibaldi upg
Pope, which was in truth rather a
tionary attempt upon the Italian mon
than an bonest attempt to free the Ro
has compelled the Lmparor Napoleon i
intervention which he canunot with saf
himself and F‘rmce prolong or repeat,
assembling of a Congress may release )
once from this awkward and disagresabld
tion. But it will be a wonderful dey
from the traditions of the Roman Conrt
Pontifical suthorities themselves pat
their own hands to help the “Ridest §
the Church'” out of a serape whioh, ho
annoying it may be to himself and to ¥
has great practical advantages for the
rulers of Rome.
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